
December 201 3

Trinity Vineyard wil l be observing

Advent in 201 3 on the first four

Sundays of December. There wil l

be a short Advent devotional

corresponding to the l ighting of an

Advent candle each Sunday in

addition to a special chi ldren's choir

singing in other languages. The

sermon series wil l cover the

Christmas story from the first two

chapters of Luke. On Christmas

Eve, we wil l celebrate the birth of

Jesus in a candlel ight service that

begins at 5pm.

This year I want to briefly

take a look at Advent from the

perspective of the kingdom of God.

The word "advent" means the

"arrival" or "coming", originating

from Latin. In traditional church

usage, Advent refers to the season

leading up to the celebration of the

Incarnation that took place over

2000 years ago when Jesus Christ

was born. However, when we

consider what Jesus was later

preaching and teaching on the

kingdom of God, we can see

another meaning to Advent.

"Now after John was

arrested, Jesus came into Gali lee,

proclaiming the gospel of God, and

saying, 'The time is fulfi l led, and the

kingdom of God is at hand; repent

and believe in the gospel. '” (Mark

1 :1 4-1 5)

When Jesus came the first

time, he brought a breakthrough of

the kingdom of God that began the

age to come. I t real ly was an

advent of historic proportions! The

kingdom of God had arrived, and

Jesus began proclaiming it by what

he said and what he did. The long-

anticipated event had final ly come!

Advent is also a time when

the Church anticipates the second

coming of Jesus. At that time, the

kingdom of God wil l arrive in its

ful lness and the present evil age

wil l come to an end. Everything wil l

be set right. Believers al l over the

world are eagerly awaiting this

blessed event!

May you have a blessed

Advent, even as we remember the

advent or arrival of the kingdom of

God a long time ago and look

forward to the advent or arrival of its

ful lness.

Thinking about Advent
By Dan Rak

Advent at Trinity

1 2/1 - Birth of John the Baptist Foretold, Luke 1 :5-25

1 2/8 - Birth of Jesus Foretold, Luke 1 :26-56

1 2/1 5 - John the Baptist is Born, Luke 1 :57-80

1 2/22 - The Birth of Jesus, Luke 2:1 -21

1 2/29 - The Early Jesus, Luke 2:22-52

Weekly Readings for December

Throughout Advent

Sunday morning

services wil l include:

- Children's Choir

- Advent Wreath and

Candles

- Dramas/skits

- Scripture Readings

Please join us for a

Candlel ight

Christmas eve

service. December

24th at 5p.

Christmas
Eve Service



Dark and desolate places in our

journey of faith are a gift that we must

be wil l ing to experience and share.

These lonely places force us to come

face to face with our preconceived

notions of God. I f we allow, it can be a

time where we question God’s

existence. We wonder if the God that

we have believed in and are l iving for

actual ly exists. We begin to al low

ourselves to say what we are sensing;

that this god is too small , too impotent

and distant.

Letting go of this “god” is an

integral intersection of our journey

toward faith and it takes a tremendous

amount of courage to tread forward.

We typical ly shy or even run away from

the place where we find that we have

more questions than answers. We

must al low a larger space within

ourselves to invite God to express

God’s Self, unencumbered; to let God

Be God. I t is an extremely unsettl ing

place.

I t has been called the “Dark

Night of the Soul’ by Saint John of the

Cross and has been experienced by

numerous other fol lowers of Jesus

throughout the ages, Mother Teresa

being one of them. We can no longer

pretend that these very places of

unbelief haven’t , at one time or

another, been experienced by all of us

as well . Trials can offer us the ferti le

ground for this profound “letting go”;

this visceral transformation.

During several years of suffering

through depression, anxiety I was left

with many questions that had no

answers. Many well intentioned loved

ones offered advice; go for walks, give

up sugar, pray and fast, have others lay

hands on you, pray through your home,

etc. Nothing quenched me. An empty

faith and a wrenched and tired soul

defined me. In the midst there was,

however, one friend. This friend did not

offer me advice. She did not offer a

cure. She did not rush me through the

process. She did not offer an answer

or reason.This one friend was able to

sit with me and be present in my

suffering. She was not afraid of my

pain or my crippled faith. She held my

heart and simply said, “Anita, I know

that you don’t have the faith or hope so

I wil l hold them for you.” She saved

my faith and I bel ieve my life as well .

We must have the courage to hold the

faith for each other. Because of her I

was able to see God again and yet for

the first time.

Recently, I saw in my minds

eye a pair of pale, weak almost l ifeless

arms that were being held up by

another’s. The arms that were being

supported were, on their own, unable to

muster the strength to raise themselves

up to worship; to believe. I f it were not

for the wil l ingness of the stronger arms

to hold and buttress the weaker, they

would have fal len l istlessly down. Our

faith wil l become fragile at times in our

l ives. We need one another, sometimes

desperately. We must give God’s

beloved the chance to see God again

and yet for the first time.

Community
Life

Thanksgiving Tree
Throughout the month of November

Trinity had a Thanksgiving Tree where

tags could be fi l l led out on what people

were thankful for. Here are some of the

entries:

Check out Trinity Vineyard on:

http: //www.trinityvcf.org

https://www.facebook.com/trinityvcf

@trinityvcf
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