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When the calendar fl ips to a new

year we usually look at this event as

a possibi l ity of new beginning. The

old year is gone and this new year

is our chance to start over fresh; al l

of our trials and mistakes from the

previous year are in the past and

we make resolutions for the

upcoming year. This is the year we

wil l lose weight, save more money,

spend more time with family, have

less stress, etc. Unfortunately most

of these resolutions are a distant

memory by the time we reach

February, so we blame ourselves

that we lacked the discipl ine and

focus to accomplish our goals. We

then look forward to next year. This

next year wil l be different because

we wil l try harder.

This thinking also creeps

into our faith. We make fol lowing

Jesus l ike keeping our New Year's

resolutions. We need to try harder

this year to pray more, read the

Bible more, attend more Bible

studies. Spiritual success is l inked

to discipl ine and focus in our minds.

We feel that God is disappointed in

us because we didn't read the four

chapters of the Bible everyday that

we promised we would. In our

minds we create barriers between

ourselves and God. We think that

we need to complete a long l ist of

things before we can go to God.

The spiritual real ity, however, is that

Jesus came to earth to remove any

barriers between God and

humanity. God has an abundant

love for you regardless of the status

of your spiritual “resolutions”.

The good news about Jesus

is not about trying harder, it is about

relying harder. Instead of more

discipl ine we need more

dependance and instead of more

focus we need more faith. To truly

change we need help, we can't do it

on our own. Instead of working on

your to do list, recognize that God

loves you so much that through the

work of Jesus: He lives in you.

Since God is in you He wil l

transform you from the inside out to

become more like His son.

Colossians 1 :27 tel ls us that our

hope for glory is not by trying harder

but instead “Christ in us” and 2

Corinthians 5:1 7 tel ls us “ if anyone

is in Christ, the new creation has

come: The old has gone, the new is

here!” How about this for a New

Years Resolution: Live this year

being a new creation in Christ.

Happy New Year!

New Beginnings By Nate Post

My prayer for al l of us this year is that

we wil l grow in faith as we learn to

connect with God in the moment. I

hope that we wil l begin to orient our

prayer l ives to the now, by asking God

“What are you doing in my life right

now? What are you doing in the l ives

of the people I am with right now?” I

pray that as we do this God wil l begin

to free us from the regrets of the past

and the anxiety of the future, al lowing

us to minister His grace and love to

others, right here and right now.

Jeff Jenkins

Prayers for our congregation for 201 4

We pray that the people of Trinity

Vineyard would be fi l led with the

knowledge of God's wil l in al l spiritual

wisdom and understanding, so as to

walk in a manner worthy of the Lord,

ful ly pleasing to him, bearing fruit in

every good work and increasing in the

knowledge of God. May we be

strengthened with al l power, according

to his glorious might, for al l endurance

and patience with joy, giving thanks to

the Father, who has qualified us to

share in the inheritance of the saints in

l ight. (Adapted from Colossians 1 )

Dan Rak Nate Post

Lord, bring your power,

your Kingdom, and your

glory to Trinity Vineyard

this year. Reveal yourself

to us more and more. May

your gifts be unleashed

within our congregation

and used for your glory.

May your love, peace, and

forgiveness manfest in al l

of us. We love you!

Let your Kindgom come!



Check out Trinity Vineyard on:

http: //www.trinityvcf.org

https://www.facebook.com/trinityvcf

@trinityvcf

1 /5 - The Good Samaritan, Luke 1 0:25-37

1 /1 2 - Martha and Mary, Luke 1 0:38-42

1 /1 9 - Teach Us to Pray, Luke 11 :1 -1 3

1 /26 - Warnings, Luke 11 :1 4-1 2:21

Weekly Readings for January
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